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BURBERRY 
PRORSUM

Wool-cashmere coat.
Max Mara embossed 

leather belt. 
Pomellato pavé 

diamond and 18kt 
rose gold bracelet.



This page and 
opposite:

BOTTEGA 
VENETA

Wool sweater and 
viscose crêpe skirt.

Me & Ro black 
diamond and 18kt 

gold ring (right 
hand). Left-hand 

rings, her own.
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“I have a supportive group of girlfriends, 
a great husband, and an understanding 

family. The rest gets done with 
grit, spit, and a whole

lot of duct tape.”
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PRABAL 
GURUNG
Cashmere coat.

DEREK LAM
Silk satin top and 

leather and suede skirt.
Me & Ro black diamond, 

fossilized woolly 
mammoth ivory, and 

18kt gold earrings. 
Wilfredo Rosado cameo 
ring with diamonds and 
18kt rose gold. Hermès 
gold-plated watch with 

calfskin strap. Prada 
leather heels.
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This page and 
opposite:

MAX MARA
Silk charmeuse top.

THAKOON
Wool-nylon pants.
Lanvin gold-plated 

necklace with 
snakeskin. Tod’s 

leather heels.



PRADA
Wool gabardine 
coat.
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DRIES VAN 
NOTEN

Alpaca-wool-blend 
sweater, wool skirt, and 

leather pumps.
Cartier 18kt rose gold 

watch with leather strap.



met her before?” 
I’m a few minutes 
early for my 
date with JULIA 
ROBERTS.
We’re having 
lunch at the 
lower-than-low-
key patio of a 
Malibu café. 
The waitress—
an older 
kibitzer straight 
out of central 
casting—is 
giving me the 
third degree, 
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BURBERRY 
PRORSUM 

Coat. 
HAIR: SERGE NORMANT

MAKEUP: 
GENEVIEVE HERR

SET DESIGN: 
BETTE ADAMS
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wants to move,” she adds, putting down menus. “She 
comes here around once a week. No makeup. Still great. 
Nobody will bother her—you’ll see.” Sure enough, mo-
ments later, Roberts arrives—barefaced, beaming, and 
beneath everyone’s radar. With orders placed—two 
grilled wild salmon and avocado salads and huge iced 
coffees (“two shots, please”)—we settle into what turns 
into a three-hour conversation: me interviewing Julia 
(below), and Julia interviewing me (p. 100). Plus, a few 
breaks for what matters most: A call from Mom. A call 
from Roberts’s husband of a dozen years, cinematogra-
pher Danny Moder (he comes up as “Lover” when her 
phone rings ). And then, ultimately, a brief visit from the 
understated but super-sexy Danny himself (delivering a 
kiss and picking up healthy baked treats for the kids). In 
his wake, Roberts glows even brighter. 

OK, so you and Danny have been married for 12 years. 
I’m about to get married. Do you have any tips on how to 
keep it together? I always say—and I try to remind my-
self of this when I have conflicts with anyone—that 
there are only two reasons why people fight: to be right, 
or to create peace and harmony. If you know which your 
reason is, that really illuminates why you’re having that 
conversation. Everything that comes out of your mouth 
should be properly focused on the point at issue and not 
on what you think the point should be.
I might be the type who always has to have the last word.
Especially if you always have to have the last word. If 
you know that about yourself, that’s half the battle.
That’s good advice. My fiancé, who’s part Cuban, wants 
to learn a Latin dance routine that we can perform 
together at the reception. It’s something we’ve been 
“discussing” a lot lately. Do the dance! It’ll be fun. 

I think that’s adorable. Or film it so you 
can edit it and do a “take two” if neces-
sary. I’d love to take ballroom dance 
lessons with my husband. 
You’ve decided it for me—I’m doing it. So 
sitting here with you, I want to know: Has 
Julia Roberts ever been starstruck? Yes. 
I’m sure I’ve done other embarrassing 
things I’ve blocked out, but here’s the 
most starstruck moment I can remember: 
I was doing a press junket, and I was very 
sick, tired, and vulnerable—that has to be 
established. I’m doing interviews, and all 
of a sudden, in walks Gene Hackman. I did 
this: “Hi! Oh my God!” I hugged him and 
cried, “You’re so handsome!”
And what was his response? He was very 
sweet, but he wanted to get away from me. 
It was so embarrassing.
How has Hollywood changed since you 
started out? I say it to the point of sound-
ing annoying and deceivingly old, but back 
in my day, showbiz was different. We 

didn’t have the Internet, and the types of scripts you got 
and the amount of scripts you got and what you got paid 
made sense. It also felt, for better or worse, entirely 
within my control.
That’s interesting. Can you elaborate? Some years I’d 
make three movies, then I wouldn’t make a movie for 
two years. For some reason I [started feeling the pres-
sure to] sustain momentum, and I knew that wasn’t for 
me. But it wasn’t like I was sitting down and putting 
much intellect into it. I chose every movie on instinct, 
and I was just fortunate that my instinct mostly lined 
up with the time I was occupying.
So, if you had to create a definitive boxed set of your films 
for your kids, which ones would you include? I’d have to 
say—in no order of favorite or year—Erin Brockovich, 
Closer, My Best Friend’s Wedding, August: Osage County, 
Ocean’s Eleven, and, I don’t know, Mystic Pizza or Pretty 
Woman. Oh! And Notting Hill! What am I thinking? 
Notting Hill is such a winner. [Later, Roberts emails one 
more: The Pelican Brief.]
All amazing movies. Do you believe fate played a hand in 
the films you’ve made? Absolutely. Cate Blanchett was 
supposed to do my part in Closer, but she got pregnant 
and couldn’t do it. 
And Meg Ryan was originally cast as Shelby in Steel Mag-
nolias but dropped out to do When Harry Met Sally ... ? It’s 
a sadder story. She was actually cast in both movies. But 
they went over when they were filming Harry, and the 
Steel Magnolias production couldn’t wait for her. 
Happily, Meg landed on her feet. Yes! And funny enough, 
I’d been offered Sleepless in Seattle but couldn’t do it. 
She and Tom Hanks are just such a jewel of a fit in that. I 
guess what they did for that moment in time is sort of 
what Richard [Gere] and I were doing across town, you 

only she never waits 
for my answers. 
“Yes, in fact, I recently 
saw her at the New 
York première of The 
Normal …” I begin.
“This is not her favorite 
table, but don’t worry, 
she’ll let us know if she 
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know? I always feel like there’s room for everybody. I 
don’t consider myself really all that ambitious. When I 
didn’t get a part—even when I was younger and needing 
to pay my rent—I would think, “Oh, someone else got it. 
She’s going to be so good.” I never felt sour grapes.
In a recent interview, you said that your preparation for 
The Normal Heart, which included learning how to use a 
wheelchair to play a polio-stricken doctor, was the most 
“actor-y” you’ve ever been. I said it kind of like I’m judg-
ing actors as a way of concealing the fact that I’m deeply 
fascinated by and jealous of actors who regularly do 
that. I don’t even know enough to ask actor-y questions, 
much less figure out how to answer those questions.
Still, you tackled Broadway, arguably the biggest test of 
an actor, when you starred in Three Days of Rain with 
Bradley Cooper and Paul Rudd in 2006. Do you ever want 
to be back onstage? I do, and I hope I will. But theater is 
definitely relentless. It’s like you walk off the stage, go 
home, take a nap, shower, and come right back to do it 
all again from the beginning.
I’m sure you’ve heard that Pretty Woman is being turned 
into a Broadway musical by the movie’s director, Garry 
Marshall. Good idea? Strange idea? Obvious idea? 
[Laughs] “Obvious” doesn’t spring to mind. But I love it. 
I’m fascinated. If it was anybody other than Garry I’d 
be, like, “What the heck?” But because he’s so clever, I 
know he must have some crazy, brilliant idea going on.
That role solidified your image as one of the world’s most 
beautiful women. But with such a focus on your looks, 
have you experienced sexism in Hollywood? I think I’ve 

always sort of been on the more boyish spectrum of 
girls. For example, I’ve never been chosen as “one of the 
top-five hottest actresses in a bikini.” And honestly, it’s 
a godsend. Of course, when I was younger, I’d think, 
“Oh, I’m the prettiest one. It’s not Halle Berry. It’s not!” 
But it is, you know? And that’s great because I imagine 
at a certain point that kind of image would become a 
burden. So I don’t think I’ve had to deal with that too 
much. I also feel that for me to complain about my job in 
any way would be laughable.
Tell us a few questions you never want to be asked again. 
Well, first I would pick “How do you do it all?” because 
(a) I’m not nearly as busy as people think, (b) half of 
everything just doesn’t get done—as long as no one is 
in tears, nobody smells bad, and everyone’s sleeping 
peacefully, I’ve done my job—and (c) I have a supportive 
group of girlfriends, a great husband, and an under-
standing family. The rest gets done with grit, spit, and 
a whole lot of duct tape. 
That’s the only question? That can’t be it. I do get, “Will 
there ever be a sequel to Pretty Woman?” The answer is, 
it’s highly unlikely. Unless Richard plays the hooker! 
Also, “How do you stay so grounded, so normal?” 
That’s what my mother wanted me to ask you!
Oh, I love the moms. Even when I was 20, they were my 
demographic. I work for the moms. But the question 
itself makes it sound like there’s something not normal 
to begin with. Because the people, the existence—every-
thing is normal. It’s the perception that becomes skewed 
and not normal. I always say it’s easy because it is. 

JULIA’S Vanity All-Stars
Roberts has been dubbed a beauty “ambassadress” (she loves that LancÔme title!) and lives up 

to it in her own effortless, natural way. A short list of the star’s current faves includes: 

SERGE NORMANT 
META LUSH 
VOLUMIZER
“I use this every time 
I wash my hair for 
body and bounce. I 
spray it at my roots 
first, then I spray it all 
over. Sometimes I 
over-volumize my 
volumization! But this 
doesn’t feel heavy or 
weigh down my hair.”

LANCÔME ABSOLUE 
L’EXTRAIT 
REGENERATING 
ULTIMATE ELIXIR
“It’s hydrating and goes 
on silky, and it doesn’t 
feel like you have a 
thick mask of cream sit-
ting on your face. Even 
after you’ve had it on 
for a while, it doesn’t 
feel flaky. And I love the 
luxe packaging.”

$23/5 fl. oz.; 
nordstrom.com.

SHADE SUNSCREEN 
SPF 30+ TINTED
“This is the only sun-
block I can put on my 
kids without them 
making a weird face. 
Anything else and they’d 
say, ‘Oh, it feels wet or 
chalky,’ or ‘My skin feels 
tight.’ But this tinted 
formula goes on smooth 
like moisturizer—plus, 
it protects.”

$28/2.3 oz.; 
shadesunscreen.com.

LANCÔME LA VIE 
EST BELLE L’ABSOLU 
DE PARFUM SPRAY
“Lancôme wanted this 
to have a drop of my es-
sence, and I said, ‘Vanilla 
bean.’ They had done 
tests about pheromones, 
and the results came 
back saying that boys 
want to kiss girls when 
they smell like cookies. 
And, hey, I’m all for that.”

$85/1.35 fl. oz.; 
lancome-usa.com.

$360/1.7 oz.; 
lancome-usa.com.

$40; 
qvc.com.

LABNAILS BY LISA 
JACHNO 3-IN-1 
ELECTRIC MANI PEN
“My nails get so ragged 
from washing dishes 
that nail polish chips 
right off. I have kitchen 
gloves, but I never wear 
them. With a nice little 
buff from this handy-
dandy machine, my nails 
look sophisticated and 
like a grown woman’s.” 
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So what’s life like at home? I am a 1950s housewife.
In what regard? I have a tendency to get so caught up 
working inside my home. Almost to a fault, where other 
things get neglected, and then I end up with a chaotic 
day, trying to return phone calls and emails and hit 
deadlines. It’s like, between the grocery shopping, the 
cooking, and cleaning up everything—it’s a lot. But it’s 
not anything that millions of other moms don’t do all the 
time, so there’s nothing so great about me doing it. 
Has your culinary repertoire changed since having kids?
It has certainly expanded. Having three children is a 
huge responsibility. I’ll make salads nine out of 10 nights. 
My husband is a very healthy and environmentally 

minded person, so we grow food at our house. 
We raise chickens for eggs. We live in a world 
where really fresh produce and organic food 
are a financial luxury, so if we have that luxury, 
I’m going to take advantage of it for my family. I 
take a huge amount of pride in that. My kids eat 
food on a regular basis that I didn’t eat until I 
was 20. But it’s funny—I said to one of my mom 

friends recently, “I make these school lunches for 
them, and when they come home half of the food is 

uneaten.” My friend said, “It’s official: You’re taking it too 
personally.” So I kind of eased off the lunches a bit be-
cause I understand that they go off to school and just get 
distracted by a thousand other things.
Are your kids allowed to have junk food? There is a 
balance. I have an incredible sweet tooth myself. On 
weekends we’ll have something sweet after dinner 
when we watch a movie.
You’re not into social media, but your niece Emma 
Roberts is a master of it. She has 2.7 million Twitter 
followers and was recently in Hawaii for a film festival 
posting photos. See, this is what being on Twitter would 
do to me: Emma’s in Hawaii?! There’s a film festival in 
Hawaii? It would just open up a flood of questions. I’d 

SNAP
Decisions

Roberts’s stories about her most iconic (and 
snap-worthy) styles on the red carpet:

GOLDEN 
GLOBES, 1990

“I was nominated 
for Steel Magno-
lias, so I bought

 this suit at 
Giorgio Armani. 

For me, this 
was the epitome 

of being 
dressed up.”

ACADEMY AWARDS, 
2004

“Giorgio Armani helped 
me design this Old 

Hollywood gown. People 
thought that was a 

50-bazillion-dollar dia-
mond brooch, but it was 
just a little costume pin!”

ACADEMY 
AWARDS, 2001

“The Saturday before the 
show, I had lots of options but still 

didn’t know what I was going to wear. 
The stylist pulled this out and said, ‘I 

found this in the vault at Valentino and 
thought you’d like it.’ I think it had been 

worn only once, nine years earlier, 
and they’d stored it away. It fit me 

perfectly.” That night, Roberts 
took home a best actress 

Oscar for Erin 
Brockovich. 

GOLDEN GLOBES, 
2010

“This vintage Yves 
Saint Laurent dress 

and Van Cleef & Arpels
necklace made for a 
knockout look. I was 

going through 
a Run-DMC phase.” 

EMMY AWARDS, 
1999

“I love my hair here. 
It was in all these lit-

tle dreadlocks 
twisted into an updo. 
The Ralph Lauren

dress was backless—
actually, it 

wasn’t a whole lot 
of dress.” 
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rather call her. “Hello?” “Hi, Auntie.” “Hi, honey. How 
are you?” “Good. I was in Hawaii. I went to the film fes-
tival. It was so fun.” “Oh, that sounds great. Want to 
come over this weekend?” “Yeah.” “OK, love you. Bye.” I 
don’t get Twitter. People can be so mean. It all just 
makes me feel old. I might as well be saying, “I don’t 
know how to work my Betamax,” right?
You know, I googled you to see what searches come up. 
And besides “Julia Roberts films” and “Julia Roberts net 
worth,” there’s “Julia Roberts feet.” Odd, right? Hmm.
What about my feet?
How gorgeous they are. Oh! I feel good about myself in 
ways I never thought possible right now! I like that my 
feet are so praised. I do like my feet. But it’s fascinating 
to me, the energy that we—I’m going to say “we” because 
I do it too—put into celebrities as opposed to bringing 
the people actually in our lives closer to us.
Gear shift—let’s put some energy into a discussion of 
style. How much do you think about your red-carpet 
choices? I certainly think about it more now. It used to 
be a friend could call me at 3 in the afternoon and say, “I 
have a première tonight. Will you come?” And I’d just 
take a shower and go. I wore a lot of vintage then. I had a 
navy military jacket and striped leggings I wore all the 

time. Those were the fun old days. People were less 
judgmental, less searing in their assessment of what you 
dare wear to the drugstore.
Well, as a magazine that strives to make getting dressed 
a joy, I hope it’s still exciting for you in other ways. The 
fun now is getting together with my friend and stylist 
Elizabeth Stewart, whom I adore. She brings such great 
ideas and choices to the table. When I know I’m seeing 
Elizabeth, I put on the most impeccable outfit. She’ll go, 
“This is great!” And I’ll say, “I dressed just for you.” 
Often I’ll let the kids look at my outfit choices and say, 
“What do you like better—this or this?” I just try to not 
take it so seriously. And it can be stressful on the red 
carpet. So it doesn’t matter how much you dress up or 
bejewel yourself, you’ve still got to feel like you.
If you had to pinpoint your aesthetic, how would you 
describe it? I’m sure everybody would say black-and-
white. I do like black-and-white. But surprisingly, for a 
non-fashion-y person, I have such a strong opinion. I 
don’t just say, “Whatever you think, Elizabeth.” 
Since the beginning of your career, you’ve been comfort-
able incorporating elements of menswear. What draws 
you to that? I just think you can do more with it. With a 
men’s jacket you can pull up the collar, push the sleeves 
up, or pull your cuffs out, as opposed to when you put on 
a feminine dress and that’s the outfit. And because I have 
long legs, I like pants and a nice flat men’s shoe.
Your style has remained so consistent over the years. But 
what about you in general has changed? I think the older 
I get, the more crystalline my ideas become. Oh, I still 
have to have the whimsical hopes and dreams: “I will go 
to Le Cordon Bleu. I know I will.” But it’s nice to keep 
redefining them so the focus you do put on the things in 
your life is really pure and really present.
Do you get nostalgic? I do. We play this game at dinner 
we call the Family Dinner Game. It’s a bunch of ques-
tions, some of them thought-provoking and some just 
silly. The other day, this question came up: If you could 
be any age for a day, what would it be? And I said, 
“I think I’d be 7 because my father was still alive.” I 
remember the birthday card he gave me on my seventh 
birthday. It was of this little girl, and he drew glasses on 
her and put 7s on the shoes and the balloons. He was 
always personalizing things. I guess I wish I could go 
back in time so I could collect all the day-to-day things 
I didn’t know would be so critically important in such 
a short amount of time, you know? I just took this amaz-
ing picture of Danny and my daughter, Hazel, the other 
day and thought how she might cherish it one day. That’s 
why now I get super-nostalgic, because I know so well 
that the present moment is such a treasure.
What are three things on your bucket list? To perfect the 
scorpion yoga pose, to see all my children happily mar-
ried with children of their own, and to see the world all 
over again with my husband as older people.
Do you live by any kind of motto? Be happy, be nice, be 
grateful. That’s how you get to hang around the longest.  n

AUGUST: OSAGE 
COUNTY PREMIÈRE, 

2013
“That was a really fun 

night. I’ve always loved 
Dolce & Gabbana
because they make 

things that you zip up 
and go, ‘Done!’ ” 

GOLDEN 
GLOBES, 2014

“Dolce & Gabbana
made this beautiful dress, 

but I didn’t know if I’d feel com-
fortable in the dress alone—I felt 
super-naked. My stylist, Elizabeth 

Stewart, knows I love tuxedo 
looks, so she smartly sug-
gested we tailor a white 
shirt to wear under it. 

And it worked!” 


